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. Congressman Dm i vm mole to President Car Leg oa 
» expressing c ! WML " gi ft. over the presence <rf 
is Cobs. la addition, the Department has 

iTtr£niries from several Congressmen 
and Senators on hpftalf of their constituents regarding 
the issue. Bec e nt questions on KIG-23s from the press 
have been tafrpn at the noon brief inc. 

An answer to Congressman Dornan azj& others has 
been pending while we^sought a fall response from t he 
Soviets on the 





1. That yon approve transmission to the SSC 
(under cover of a Tarnoff-Brre2inski transmittal form) 
of the draft letter to Congressman Dornan (Tab 1) # and 
that f-*"« text be used to answer other Congressional 
inquiries on the subject. 


Approve 



i~i) 


Disapprove 


That you a p p r ov e the press guidance at Tab 2. 
! N/ { f»~~~-**\ ^ $y Disapprove 


TT 

2. 


Draft letter to Congressman Dornan 
Press Guidance 


Drafted: EUR/SOV:KNBjW^:lr 
X21671: 1/4/79 '/k S 

CONFI 


PA/PRESSiSkS&der (subs) 
Clearance : EUR/SOV : WTShinn r Jr W 
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President Carter has asfeed we to gw s goad to your 
letter of ftveflbcr 15 in which you «spr e ss *^^"rrft 
aboar. the Soviet: Union's transfer of MIC- 23 aircraft 
to CTnfwf- 

Since these aircraft were first delivered to 
Cste, the SJ-S. Governwent. has continually studied 
c ^ the ratter to determine the aircraft's characteristics 

59 -' and evaluate whether the planes represent a threat 

•^ - to the secur ity of the United States. we hare also 

carefully reviewed the 1962 Kennedy-Khrushchev under- 
standing to determine whether there has been a viola- 
tion of that underst and i ng . 
^ «fcir current a ss ess an en t based on our ongoing 

^ examination is that the MIG-23 aircraft now in Cuba 

> do not constitnte an offensive threat to the United 

•^ States, we consider that at present these aircraft 

do sot represent a violation of the 1962 under standing. 
Portbermore, there is no indication that any of the 
HXG-23*s now in Cuba are configured to carry nuclear 
weapons or that there are any nuclear weapons on 
Cuban soil. 

the Honorable & 

' Stobert K. Dornaxi; +**<*•*>- * , 
House of Representatives. 
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thBr trmtmfvr or* these aircraft to Cuha is ft 
»*»»— of la v oi.taa ce to the On i ted States* As a 
result* «e hvw raised this natter directly with 
the Soviets and have amajhi. cl ari f icatioa ©£ their 
fw tent i ons. They have assured as that they oa- 
txnoe to adh e re to the 1362 under standing, and 
that: the Kie»23"s axe not. citpahle of carrying 

, unclear weapons. The Soviet* ax^ aware of the 

i 

ft seriousness with which we take the«s e assurances. 

v While the aircraft now in Cuba are not a threat 

to the U.S.* we will continue to keep the situation 
* there unrfer constant review. As President Carter 

stated in his news conference last Sovenber 30 , 
_ we will continue to Monitor Soviet cospliance with 

3 the 1962 understanding very carefully to be sure 

"** that there is no offensive threat to the United 

v States fron weapons in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 


•♦ wf .> ^ i-5 


9VES8 GDID&aCE: SOVIET KIG-23*9 IS CUBA 

— Ybe U.S. Government has continually studied 
the aatter to deterging the aircraft's characteristics 

; and evaluate whether they represent a threat to the 

security of the United States. We have also care- 
fully reviewed the 1962 *frmwffy-gii rr^ « ft^tyyr onder* 
standing to determine whether there has been a 

Violation Of that m^An;fan^iiMT 

jw> , — Oar current assessment based on our ongoing 

\ examination is that the KIG-23 aircraft now in Cuba 

^ do not constitute an offensive threat to the United 

"•' States. We consider that at present these aircraft 

do not represent a violation of the 1962 under- 
go 

standing. Furthermore , there is no indication that 
^ any of the MIG-23's now in Cuba are configured to 

t> carry nuclear weapons or that there are any nuclear 

>v weapons on Cuban soil. 

— the transfer of these aircraft to Cuba is a 
t Batter of importance to the United States. As a 

result, we have raised this matter directly with 
the Soviets and have sought clarification of their 
intentions. They have assured us that they continue to 
adhere to the 1962 understanding and that the MIG-23*s 
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are not capable of carrying noclear waipnim. the 
Soviets *xm aware o£ the serionsness with which we 
tale- these M«srance*. 

— afiile the aircraft now ia Cob* are not e 
rarest to the U.S., we will, coatinoe to keep the 
situation there under constant: review. As President 
Carter stated in his news conference on TftMiflwi 30, 
we will coatinoe to Monitor Soviet conoliaace with 
the 19€2 oaderstaadiag very carefully to be sore 
that there i^ no offensive threat to the T*t f ?-»«* 
States frost weapons in Cuba. 


